
 

Business Offer
 

Japanese company seeks commercial agent for their
non-crimp fabrics and unidirectional carbon fibres in EU

countries

Summary

A Japanese company has developed non-crimp fabrics and unidirectional carbon fibres which can
be used as the base materials for thermoplastic or thermoset resin system composites for light-
weight applications. A commercial agency agreement is offered to partners able to expand their
business into Europe. Knowledge of carbon fibre reinforced plastics and contacts in among others
the chemical sector is needed.

Creation Date 11 March 2016
Last Update 29 March 2016
Expiration Date 29 March 2017
Reference BOJP20160311001 
 

Details

Description 
A Japanese company is looking for a commercial agent for their Non-Crimp Fabrics (NCFs) and
Unidirectional (UD) carbon fibres in EU countries.

These fibres have been developed by the company itself and they are currently able to
manufacture maximum of 50 tons of NCFs annually.

Their fibres have been widely used to make the composite materials in various industries, such
as aeronautics, automobile, marine vessels, defence and construction. In addition to these
existing areas, they wish to expand their business into the chemistry, molding and assembling
sectors.

In order to expand their business into Europe, they are looking for a partner who is willing to
work closely with them in order to meet with the European users’ requirements and
expectations.

The potential partner should have previous experience in dealing with Carbon Fibre Reinforced
Plastics (CFRPs).
NCFs are such that they cannot be used by themselves.
It would be preferred if the partner has contacts with chemical companies that would be able to
supply the matrix resin for the NCFs that is needed for reinforced plastics.

Moreover, as the company is also looking to collaborate with manufacturers in various industries
on the production of composite materials using NCFs, a potential partner that has business
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channels in industrial sectors is highly considered.

The company would be offering a commercial agency agreement to the potential partner.
 

Advantages and Innovations 
Based on the multiaxial warp knitting technology, the company has been using unidirectional
carbon fibres to develop Non-Crimp Fibres (NCFs).

They are able to manufacture NCFs in thin plies of 75gsm per ply, using the method of tow
spreading.
Thanks to these thin plies, they have achieved high drapability, thickness accuracy and resin
permeability.
Moreover, the NCFs have a high degree of carbon fibre alignment accuracy. The aligned fibres
are fixed by stitching fibres in order to avoid gaps and movement of the fibres.

The NCFs can be used as the base materials for thermoplastic or thermoset resin system
composites for light-weight applications.
The configurations of NCFs improve the performance of the materials they are used in because
of the fibre alignment accuracy. Furthermore, the NCFs improve process cost efficiency by
shortening the duration of the layup process and the resin infusion.
Also, in terms of mechanical properties, there would be a 20% strength improvement in
comparison to the conventional NCFs materials without the Young’s modulus change.
Finally, the fibre volume of the composites can be also increased by up to 65% for the primary
structural application compared to other products.

Compared to the conventional fibre composite base materials such as unidirectional fibres,
fabric or twill woven, their NCFs can be more easily applied to the resin transfer molding (RTM)
and infusion process.
This is because the most of the layup process has been completed by the NCF material
configurations.
Moreover, they can apply various kinds of the fibre as the stitching materials such as polyester,
glass, polyamide, aramid, polyacrylate.

Keywords

Market 
08001004 Fibre-reinforced (plastic) composites
08001023 Other chemicals and materials (not elsewhere classified)

NACE 

C.13.9.1 Manufacture of knitted and crocheted fabrics 
C.13.9.6 Manufacture of other technical and industrial textiles 
C.13.9.9 Manufacture of other textiles n.e.c. 

 
 

Network Contact 

Issuing Partner 
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EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation 

Contact Person 
Alessandro Perna 

Phone Number 
+32-2-2820042 

Email 
info-eu@eu-japan.eu 

 

Open for EOI :     Yes

 

Dissemination

Send to Sector Group
Materials

Restrict Dissemination to Specific Countries
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, CzechRepublic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, UnitedKingdom, 

 
 
 

Client

Type and Size of Organisation Behind the Profile

Industry SME 50-249

Year Established 
1970

Turnover 
50 - 100M

Already Engaged in Trans-National Cooperation  

Yes  
Experience Comments

The company has been dealing globally for over 15 years since they opened overseas offices in
Germany and the United States. 

Certification Standards

ISO 14001
Languages Spoken 

English
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Client Country 
Japan

 
 

Partner Sought

Type and Role of Partner Sought
The company is looking for a commercial agent who has contacts with manufacturers that would
use Non-Crimp Fibers and unidirectional fibres.

The partner should also:
- have basic knowledge materials made of carbon fibre reinforced plastics (CFRP)
- know companies which can supply thermoplastic or thermoset resins as the matrix resins for
composites,
- have strong business connections in the chemical and aeronautics industries,

Type and Size of Partner Sought
>500 MNE,251-500,SME 51-250,>500

Type of Partnership Considered
Commercial agency agreement
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